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UNDERSTANDING  THE  ECONOMY 
The hidden face of economic phenomena 

 
 
This textbook is the product of long experience in both university teaching and extra-

university training activities. It provides a clear and rigorous analysis of the structure and deep 
tendencies of the economy: extension of market production, globalization, concentration of economic 
power, race for competitiveness, the invasion of advertising, growth of subcontracting, increasing 
inequalities, attacks on the environment, prolongation of the structural crisis and unemployment, etc. 

Each chapter is complemented with a summary, as well as a selection of « theoretical » and 
« practical » exercises : the former are aimed at checking the assimilation of the material, while the 
latter enable readers to establish themselves numerous links between theory and present-day realities, 
whatever the moment and country. 

Thanks to its outstanding pedagogical qualities, the book constitutes a first-class textbook for 
students and teachers, as well as for any interested reader, even without previous knowledge. At the 
same time, the book expresses (and justifies in appendices) a number of non-conventional theoretical 
viewpoints which deserve consideration by specialists. 

 
Jacques Gouverneur (born in 1940) is Doctor in Law of the Université Catholique de Louvain 

(1962) and D.Phil. in Economics of Oxford University (1969). Professor at the Université Catholique 
de Louvain-la-Neuve (UCL), he taught at the department of economics (ECON), the department of 
population and development studies (SPED) and the open faculty of economic and social policy 
(FOPES). He also delivered lectures or seminars in several other universities, both in Europe and Latin 
America. 

He is the author of numerous publications. The latest ones – among which the present 
textbook – are available on the website www.i6doc.com  (see p.2). 

 
 
 


